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Brethren All
Well, so far so good! Time is flying by very rapidly indeed.
This year’s performance got off to a resounding start.

Act 1. ‘The installation’. What a magnificent evening. After some serious rehearsals conducted by our
DC everyone entered the stage and had learnt their lines. The Oscar for the event must go to David
Jones. A true thespian if ever I saw one. Thanks Dave. For those yet to go through ‘the chair’ it is an
amazing experience. Truly memorable.

Act 2. ‘The initiation. Part 1’ Another fine performance by all concerned. From the moment that Bro.
Andy Bennett (IG) announced to the hushed audience that the leading man Lord Gary of Maskell had ar-
rived and our Bro Secretary W.Bro Martin Mitten  had ensured he had paid his entrance ticket,we were
off. Bro. Lee Stafford (JD) led him in from the wings and guided him round the stage with all the skill and
assiduity of Rudolf Nureyev. There were excellent sub plots from Bros. Barry Keating (SW)  and Bro.Rob
Cook (JW)
The epilogue was undertaken with a brilliant performance from the ‘father of the groom’ W.Bro Ron
Maskell who had the opportunity to experience a unique event for a Mason and Delivered the Charge to
his own Son.

Act 3. ‘The raising’. Another wonderful evening even if your WM had to step down for a couple of under-
studies in the persons of W.Bros. Martin and Ken. My grateful thanks to you both.

Between show entertainment. A great night was had by all at Momma Cherri’s restaurant in April.
Thank you all for your support and company. And we raised some serious money for charity.

Act 4 ‘The initiation part 2’ Sorry I couldn’t be with you for that one, but an excellent ceremony.

Act 5.‘The initiation Part 3’. This will be my last stage performance as WM so the excitement of the
evening will be mixed with sadness.
I’ve had a very busy year as Master and ,visiting other Lodges representing Brighthelmstone and al-
though they have all been very good, no-one does it quite as well as we do!!

  My thanks to you all for your support and the hard work you put in to make us the “ Premier Lodge of
Sussex”

And  now for a Big Date for your diary which is coming up …

THE LADIES’ NIGHT.

As you all know, the date has been brought forward to SATURDAY OCTOBER 7th. which will be at The
Holiday Inn ,Brighton and formerly known as The Bedford Hotel. It is Good venue, good food and we also
have booked a fantastic band!
Letters will be sent out shortly but if you would like Jayne to contact YOU  then please follow the instruc-
tions on  page 13 of this publication and we can add you to our list.
  Please bring your guests and friend s all of whom  will be most welcome and the greater numbers we
can make will help to make a great night and the evening a resounding success. Please Mention it to
your regular guests and other Lodges and maybe you can get them to come along with their guests too ?

 Thank you all in advance.
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HIS MASTERS VOICE

By W.Bro. Barry Tibbott . Worshipful Master  of Br ighthelmstone Lodge no 8042
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I t is rather sad that when a brother goes to the Grand Lodge above,his name disap-
pears,naturally from the Members on the Summons,and if he was a Master of the Lodge,from
the Provincial Year Book.Sad but practical of course.But in fact,we do not forget our Brethren
who are no longer with us except in spirit.And so we commemorate them by entering their
names in this book which was dedicated by Assistant Provincial Grand Master,the Rev.John
Penney MA Past Deputy Grand Chaplain .I t will always be with us in the Temple and opened
and closed with the Lodge,in tribute to departed merit of those Brighthelmstone Lodge mem-
bers whom have passed  to the Grand Lodge above and also as a permanent reminder of the
happy times spent in their company.

 The Br ighthelmstone Lodge Book of Remembrance

A Spr ig Of Acacia                               by Mar tin M itten Secretary

W.Bro.Colin Lux PPr.JGW

Shortly after the New Year, sadly, we lost the last of our founders, W.Bro.Colin Lux
  I can remember Colin as an hotelier and postmaster. He originated from our grandmother Lodge,
Burrell No.1829 and together with other members of Burrell and Regency Lodges, Colin was one of
nineteen brethren who founded Brighthelmstone Lodge forty one years ago. He was the first Lodge
Secretary and held that office for many years. He liked things to be done properly and was a power-
ful driving force in the Lodge for about twenty five years. It was Colin who introduced our  visitors
song which is renowned throughout the Province.
  After the death of his wife, Betty, Colin moved  to Somerset and we saw little of him afterwards.
However, he was pleased to accept honorary membership of the Lodge. In 1982 he was awarded he
high Provincial rank of PPrJGW.
Betty, equally, had much to contribute towards the early years of the Lodge. It was Betty who was
behind the ‘Bright Girls.’ Over many years she helped to arrange a vast number of social occasions
and trips which helped to boost fund raising for our charities significantly.
I had spoken to Colin frequently in the last few years and he maintained a keen interest in the devel-
opment of the Lodge. We owe much to both Colin and Betty for their tremendous enthusiasm to
build a happy and successful Brighthelmstone lodge.

W.Bro. Martin Mitten   Prov.SGW
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THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE   (A POEM BY W.Bro. KEN BROWN)
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SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF OUR LODGE

 By the time you get to read this article several  special events in the History of Brighthelmstone Lodge
will  have already have taken place which are :

Provincial Appointments for  Br ighthelmstone Members
  *  Brighthelmstone Members W.Bro Martin Mitten and  W.Bro Peter Leonard will be wearing new aprons at this
meeting and will have already received and been presented with  their  Provincial appointments at the Sussex
Provincial AGM which took place on June 5th at Worthing Town Hall Assembly Rooms.

  Brighthelmstone would like to congratulate both Martin and Peter on their appointments of which will be a first
for W.Bro Peter Leonard who has received the  appointment of Past Provincial  Grand Junior Deacon PPr,GJD
.Well done Peter and we thank you for all your hard work and efforts as a valuable and committed member of
our lodge.

  For W.Bro Martin Martin, his most recent and prestigious appointment of Provincial Senior Grand Warden
(Prov.SGW) is  the highest appointment yet bestowed on a member of Brighthelmstone Lodge  throughout our  41
years history and due to its importance and honour alone allows for  yet another first and historic event for
Brighthelmstone Lodge.

The Br ighthelmstone Banner  Unfur led
Also for the very first time in the 41 year history of Brighthelmstone Lodge The  Brighthelmstone Banner will have
taken its proud position and have been displayed at the above meeting along with seven other banners. The reason
for this unique and honourable occasion is due to the fact that  one of  Brighthelmstones Legendary brothers and in
this instance being W.Bro Martin Mitten  who take his place as Provincial Senior Grand Warden  alongside the Ex-
ecutive of  The Provincial Grand Lodge of Sussex .
 Displayed at these meetings are the lodge banners of the respective executive and  their wardens and  for the first
time Brighthelmstone Lodge are very proud to see our banner represented at this event and only possible due to the
hard work and commitment of  W.Bro Martin and his dedicated work as a Freemason  and within the Province.
 We  wish  Martin our congratulations  and  his continued success  as a Provincial Officer and hope that now our
banner  has reached such a pinnacle it will continue to be displayed  for all to see again in the future.
    There is absolutely no doubt that Martins Dad  Ted would have been very proud to see his son achieve such a
high ranking.

The History of our  Banner
  The very First Master of the Lodge Tom Bastock and his wife (who made our banner )would also have been very
proud and honoured at such an event and we may well consider such as recognition of the devoted hard work and
dedication that his wife Andre gave in the making of our banner .
  So with Tom and his Wife in our thoughts lest not us forget the History of our Banner and what it should mean to
us and what it depicts.
 On the following page  i have compiled a small article about our banner which has been taken from articles of past
issues.

Passing on our  History
 Let not any of us ever forget the tradition and  history of our great lodge and the memory of those members that
have been a part of it  and creating  the legacy we have today.  Only by  retaining information and records and regu-
larly reproducing  such articles as “The Banner”   over time can we educate and inform our newer members thereby
ensuring  that “Our History “   is passed from “Generation to Generation”

As i do not have a photo of our banner i have reprinted our lodge crest which is also reproduced on each and every
summons and will give assistance to the explanation of its design  when read in conjunction with the following arti-
cle.
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Close your eyes and envisage the Banner of our Lodge?.Can you remember what is depicted on it,or has it become so
familiar that you just accept it as part of the furniture of the Lodge?. It is much more than that;it is a labour of
love;beautifully embroiled by Mrs Andre Bastock,wife of our First Master who triumphed over her own affliction,and
with the use of one hand only gave this Lodge that which will be one of its greatest Treasures.
 The Dedication of the Banner took Place on Friday  February 3rd 1967 and was dedicated  by W.Bro rev.J.Harvey
Goldsmith Prov,Grand Chaplain.
 Coming out of the darkness into light,under this Banner many brethren in the past,present and future start their Ma-
sonic Career and take their own separate paths  but to all this humble Banner will be for ever a Challenge and an In-
spiration.

So what do we see when we look at this Banner ?

  It bears the name of a place dear to them, a town nestling by the sea under the shadow of the lovely Downs.This
Lodge is a Daughter of The Regency Lodge and the banner bears the picture of the Prince who first came here on hol-
iday in 1782 and liked the place so much that he made it a favourite place for holidays-the first of many who have
profited by the ministrations of Dr Brighton. The two Dolphins are a link with the sea and,more than that,a link also
with the distant past-for the Dolphin was sacred to the God Apollo and a symbol of his presence.He was held in rev-
erence by Sailors as the God of Light who guided them over dark and dangerous seas.As the God of Light he was the
God of Purity and demanded Purity and worship from his followers.
 Most important of all you will see the Square and Compasses.To be “On The Square”  is for us something n which we
rejoice for we know that though we are all free men we owe a duty to God,to our neighbour and to ourselves as well
as to our native land and the  Craft to which we all belong.The Compasses are there,not by chance,but to remind us
that we are ever in the presence of The Great Architect of the Universe who has given us laws for our guidance,who
has defined for our instruction the limits of good and evil and will reward or punish us,as we have obeyed and all else
that we do is mockery unless we are good men. The Banner must not only hang in our Lodge but it must be engraved
on our hearts for eternity.

7

THE  BRIGHTHELMSTONE  BANNER



	

Ahiman Rezon,   written by Laurence Dermott in 1764, was the Book of Constitutions for the Antients
Grand Lodge, a ritual that is still in wide usage.  The title was derived from three Hebrew words, "ahim", "manah",
and "raizon". But, what does the term mean?
   At different times it has been interpreted as: A Help to a Brother; Faithful Brother Secretary; Will of Selected
Brethren; Law of Prepared Brethren; Secrets of a Prepared Brother; Royal Builder; and The Thoughts or Opinions
of a True and Faithful Brother. No one knows for sure what meaning Brother Dermott gave to the term.

WORDS AND SIGNS   : Attached to the Harleian ms, (1665) is a scrap of paper on which is written "there
is several words and signs of a Freemason to be revealed to you which as you will answer before God at the great and
terrible day of judgement you keep secret and not to reveal the same in the ears of any person but to the Masters and
fellows of the said society of Freemasons so help me God." This is the earliest mention of words and signs in the Old
Charges of Masons.

GRAND LODGE ERA   :  In 1717 the Masonic Grand Lodge are commenced. It has been popularly called
the revival. There appears to have been a period when the fraternity languished, and the theory has often been ad-
vanced that this was due to the decadence in architecture, and to the fact that cathedral building no longer claimed
the skill and thought of the best talent of the world. Before the decadence began, the Craft was to a great extent con-
nected with the guilds, and many historians claim that we are the direct descendants of the mason's guild.

THE FIRST GRAND MASTER   :  At the revival in 1717  “Mr Antony
Sayer,gentleman”  was elected the first Grand master of The Grand Lodge of England. Little is
known of Anthony Sayer , two years after his Grand Mastership he was elected Senior Grand
Warden in the reign of Dr.Desaguliers.He was a member of No 3 of the Four Old Lodges,of
which he was warden in 1723 and remained a member until at any rate 1730.At the Installation
of The Duke of Norfolk in 1730 Anthony Sawyers was last in a procession of Grand Masters
which was arranged in order of juniority.That same year he was arraigned before grand lodge on
a a complaint of his having committed irregularities,their nature not being specified. “The
Deputy Grand Master told Bro.Sayer that he was acquitted of the Charge against him and recom-
mended it to him to do nothing so irregular for the future” - The equivalent of a verdict of “Not
guilty,but dont do it again”    At the time of his death in January 1942 he was Tyler of The Old Kings arms Lodge no
28

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR BURIAL  : In the Middle Ages, it was customary to bury Knights Templar and
other knights who had taken the vow  to fight in defence of the Christian Religion, with their legs crossed. This pos-
ture can be seen in a number of stone edifices in England and Europe, including Westminster Abbey.

WHAT EXACTLY IS FREEMASONRY ?  Sorry but i wish i had the answer  to that one ,but the very reason  i
am asking the question is in the hope of receiving your thoughts and answers. We are all  told it is a peculiar system
of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols but that can mean so many different things to the individual
person and  it is these sort of things that stimulate discussion and thought.What is it to you and what does it mean to
you personally.?  So please get your pens and paper out ,boot up your computers and get your thinking caps on and
look around inside your head for an answer.If you think you already have it then send it in at once and in the next
issue hopefully we will have some varying answers that will instigate an ongoing subject. A good response would be
nice so don't think “ ill leave it to someone else” . You may well be surrprised with the answers that you can find
within yourself.

The details for submission of articles can be found on the last page of this issue.

Masonic Tr ivia
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Freemasonry builds and advances the character of men to make them better. Building on principals of moral
integrity, Freemasons hold brotherly love as paramount to the benefit of mankind. Whether through charitable
acts, or by direct involvement, Freemasonry is dedicated to the prosperity of mankind. On the individual level,
Freemasonry builds on moral philosophy, through allegorical symbols to impart rich and complex meanings
about the divine. What that means is through Masonic education, individuals are given their own personal
building blocks to build their personal moral character, and then charged with finding what the purpose and
meaning of those tools are. Throughout the masons life, these lessons get revisited, building on the many var-
ied meanings behind them. Seldom can a mason say they have learned all of the meanings taught to them
through the degrees. It does not act to impart religion to their members, instead building on the tenants and
virtues taught by all religions, with the drive to put these ideas into personal practice. Serving to promote
brotherly love masons are now involved in all levels of charity and benevolence, uplifting the needs of all

mankind.

The very first duty that an Entered Apprentice acknowledges is to improve himself in Masonry.He has a desire
for knowledge.How many truly and sincerely attempt to discharge that duty ?. What would be the success of a
lawyer who never looked into a law book after his admission to the bar : a minister of the Gospel who never
read the Bible after his ordination ;or a doctor who never took up medical work after his qualification ; or that
of any profession who does not take up post-graduate studies ? And yet you find Freemasons all about
you,pretending to be Masonic lights,who never read.Some of them perhaps can glibly repeat certain portions
of ritual,but could not give an intelligent interpretation of the same to save their lives. Masonic reading is an
essential part of the education of a Freemason,and its never too late to begin,but always better to start early.It

is the duty of the Master to impress this fact on newly made masons,but if the Masters themselves are in the
class of non-reading Masons,how can we expect from them such wholesome advice ?      Albert Pike

The real home of the soul cannot be built of brick and stone:it is a house not made with hands.Slowly it
rises,fashioned of the thoughts,hopes,prayers,dreams and righteous acts of devout and free men; built of their
hunger for truth,their love of God , and their loyalty to one another.

J.F.Newton in The Builders

“ I f you have Knowledge,let others light their candle at it.”

Masonic Quotes

First Duty

The Real Temple

What Freemasonry does



Past ,Present and Future
My how time flies!!!! As I write this I can’t believe that we are almost halfway through the year. That said,
Christmas is but a distant memory. Yet I hold very fond memories of my Ladies Christmas Dinner and I wish
to thank all those who attended and helped to make it such an enjoyable evening. It  really was a pleasure to
spend some time with you all. Thanks also to all who came along to our evening at Momma Cherri’s. It was
great fun with great food and great people……..AND we managed to raise a bit of money for charity!
 Speaking of which, our chosen charity for the year, Survivors Network, is desperate to set up a support
group. This would be a ten week course, facilitated by experienced therapists, and working with a limited
number of pre selected ladies to overcome their issues in a safe, structured and supportive environment.
 It costs £2,000 to run such a course and from previous experience, the results are life changing and amaz-
ing. It would be absolutely fantastic if we could raise enough money
in order for this to happen but unfortunately ,at the present time there are not enough  funds available  to pro-
ceed much further. So please, please, give what you can, when you can and know ing that you could help to
dramatically improve the lives of some very deserving local ladies.
Finally to the future, I am so looking forward to our Ladies Night which is on 7th October at The Holiday Inn
Brighton which used to be called The Bedford Hotel . Both Barry and I really hope you can join us, and all
friends and family are very welcome. We will endeavour to wine, dine and entertain you the best way we
know how! Posh and Becks will have nothing on us!!!!!
See you there.

Jayne xx

Who Are Survivors Network?
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To subscribe to the Sussex Provincial e mail list for regular updates and announce-
ments please send a blank e mail  to the link below with the subject header entitled
“ Please Subscribe to List”  .
If you need to get a message to the brethren In the Province of Sussex this is your
quickest way of doing so and it©s free.To post a message using this service please
e-mail it to:
edinfo@sussexmasons.org.uk                                                     

These articles  have  been reproduced by permission of  W.bro. John Farrar.Editor of The Sussex Dea-
con  and The Education and Information Officer for the Provincial Grand Lodge of Sussex.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE SUSSEX PROVINCIAL E MAIL LIST

£25,000 For  Ear thquake Relief Effor ts

The President of the Grand Charity has approved an emergency grant of £25,000 to the British Red Cross, to aid
their relief efforts following the 6.3 magnitude earthquake that struck the Indonesian island of Java on Saturday,
27th May
Over 5,000 people are thought to have died and 20,000 have been injured by the earthquake
An estimated 35,000 houses have been destroyed and up to 200,000 people are homeless, at the mercy of torren-
tial rain and continuing aftershocks
In response to the disaster, the Indonesian Government has declared a three-month state emergency
Red Cross staff and volunteers responded immediately to the earthquake, undertaking search and rescue and relief
distribution activities
Relief goods already in use include 10,000 blankets, 2,000 family tents, 5,000 hygiene kits and ten field kitchens
Over the next few days, the main priorities for the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movements will be delivering
medical help to existing health facilities and providing emergency shelter, food, water and household items to
those made homeless
The emergency grant announced, today, by The Grand Charity will help the Red Cross to provide vital assistance
to people whose lives have been shattered by the earthquake

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Sussex
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� �At My Initiation.........                   by Bro. Gary Maskell  Initiated  Feb. 3rd 2006
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Being Junior  Deacon                                                                                By Bro. Lee Stafford
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Barry and Jayne

 are pleased to announce the following event

BRIGHTHELMSTONE LODGE LADIES NIGHT 2006

which will be held at :

The Holiday Inn
(Formerly The Bedford Hilton)

Kings Road,Br ighton,
on

Saturday October  7th 2006
� � 
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� � � �� � � � � ��� � �	 � ��� � � �!

          Tel : Barry and Jayne 01273 420744

             or  email.

                  jaynetibbott@btinternet.com



� �
Tales from the Festive Board

Here©s a couple of true stories about Terry Downes,the world champion Middleweight, who still retains his
cockney approach.
During his initiation, when asked if he would give anything towards the cause of Charity,  he replied, be-
fore he could be prompted,
"I would mate, but blimey, the geezer artside took every tanner off me!"
After his Raising, at the Festive Board, he said: "Bloody hell, that geezer had me on the floor more times
than Paul Pender."

Sadly brethren I have to report that I have been banned from the local B&Q DIY store
I went inside and some old guy in a orange apron asked me if I wanted decking. Luckily I got the first
punch in.....

A Pro Grand Chaplain was called on by the Master to reply to the Toast of Grand Officers and in his in-
troduction many flattering terms had been given. In reply he said:
"Thank you Worshipful Master, but I must now say two prayers of forgiveness. First, for you, for the many
nice lies you told about me. Secondly,for myself for having enjoyed them so much".

How many Past Masters does it take to change a light bulb?
Change it! Why?

Some definitions:
I.P.M. - Immediate Prompt Master ,  Deacons - Chair leaders ,  Installations :One out, all out
Treasurer - the In lodge Revenue ,  Charge after initiation :To the bar

Now  for some topical jokes for our W.Master the Dental Master :

(Ah....now we know why Barry is always online sending e mails to us eh Brethren ?)

Dental -Chair Discovery: Dent ists are inca-
pable of asking quest ions that  require a simple
yes or no answer.

Why did the guru refuse Novacaine when he
went to his dentist? He wanted to transcend
dental medication

A friend of mine went to the dentist recently. He
commented that it must be tough spending all day
with your hands in someone's mouth. The dentist
replied, " I  just think of it as having my hands in
their  wallet."

A DENTIST is the most suitable male profession -
the only man that can tell a woman when to open

and when to shut her mouth, and get away with it.

(right: Found in Barry Tibbotts surgery and open to offers.)
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Send your Letters /articles to:
            Lee Stafford
40 Plymouth Avenue,Brighton,East
Sussex BN2  4JB
or  e mail to :  staffs@btinternet.com

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

What a Pleasant Supr ise Masonry Universal
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Brighthelmstone Lodge has been quite fortunate this Masonic Year to Initiate three candidates who may well have
many questions to ask about all aspects of Freemasonry. One persons understanding of a particular meaning or
symbolic or esoterical explanation may well be quite different from another. We can only give them all the infor-
mation and let them decide for themselves. In issue no 60 June 2005 of  W.Bro Roy Chandler gave an explanation
of symbolism based on an operative view of which i can provide copies for those interested, The following article
is yet another article about symbolism in the first degree but based on a more Spiritual or esoteric view..

The symbols, emblems and allegorical ceremonies of the First Degree each have a meaning; taken together, these
meanings comprise the teaching of the Degree. Our purpose here is to give you some of the information which will
show that every detail of the ritual is filled with a definite significance which each Mason can learn if he applies
himself.  The Hoodwink represents the darkness in which an uninitiated man stands as regards his Masonic life; for
this reason it is removed at the moment of enlightenment.  Its removal makes us aware of goodness, truth, and

beauty. The Cable Tow  is a symbol of all those external restraints by which a man is con-
trolled by others, or by forces outside himself. If a man does not keep the law of his own free
will, he must be compelled to keep it by compulsion.  The removal of the
Cable Tow means that when a man becomes the master of himself, he will
keep the law as a matter of moral right.  The Lodge is a symbol of the

world, initiation means birth, and The Great Pillars signify entrance into a new kind of life.
The Sharp Instrument means, among other things, that which is the only real penalty for vio-
lating the Obligation.  The Rite of Circumambulation means that the Masonic life is a progressive journey, from
station to station of attainment, and that a Mason will always be in search of more light. Approaching the East is
significant, because the East is the source of light. The Altar  is the most important article of furniture in a Lodge
room and a symbol of that place which the worship of God holds in Masonry - a place at the centre, around which
all else revolves. The Obligations have in them many literal meanings and as such
are the foundations of our disciplinary law. But over and above this, they signify the
nature and place of obligation in human life. The Great L ights are the Holy Bible,
the Square, and the Compasses . As a Great Light, the Holy Bible represents the
will of God as man understands it; the Square is the physical life of man under his
human conditions; The Compasses signify the moral and spiritual life. If a man acts
in obedience to the will of God, according to the dictates of his conscience, he will be
living in the illumination of the Great Lights and cannot go astray. The Rite of Salu-
tation in which the candidate salutes each station in turn is, in addition to its function
as a portion of the ceremonies, also a symbol of a Mason's respect for and obedience
to all duly constituted authorities.  The Old Charges state this is a single sentence: "A Mason is a peaceable sub-
ject to the Civil Powers wherever he resides or works." The same significance is had by the office of Worshipful
Master , who is a symbol as well as the Wardens  of the Lodge. As the sun rules the day, he rules and governs his

Lodge. His title, " Worshipful" , means that he is worthy of reverernce, respect, and obe-
dience. The Apron is at once the emblem of purity and the badge of a Mason. The Les-
son of Charity is to impress upon the candidate the importance of showing compassion
toward his fellow man. The Working Tools represent those moral and spiritual virtues
which should govern our conduct. The Nor theast Corner  is traditionally the place
where the cornerstone of a building is laid.  When the Apprentice is made to stand there,
it is because he is the cornerstone of the future Craft. The Entered Apprentice is him-
self a symbol, one of the noblest in the whole emblematic system of the Craft.  He repre-
sents youth, typified by the rising sun; but beyond that, he represents educated youth,

youth willing to submit itself to discipline and to seek knowledge in order to learn the great Art of Life.
Some readers may find the above views and opinions  quite interesting  and may  further wish to pursue the  Sym-
bolism  in Freemasonry  but in doing so it is important to always ask yourself were we not taught to be cautious ?
All contributions are appreciated  from any reader wishing to submit  information on  The Symbolism in Freema-
sonry.           Always remember he following quote :
“ There is nothing as indestructible as a symbol : but nothing is capable of so many interpreta-
tions” Goblet d Alviella

A Daily Advancement in Masonic Knowledge    Symbolism of The First Degree
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 How time moves on! We are already half way through W.Bro.Barry’s year as Worshipful Master and have just
two meetings left under his mastership.    Fortunately, unlike 2005, we have not suffered any losses. In fact our
numbers have risen by three. We have welcomed Bros.Gary Maskell and Stephen Gray and as this edition of the
Deacon is distributed we will celebrate the initiation of Bro.David Franklin- Johnson. We congratulate all three
and wish them a long and happy association with the Lodge. Thus our enthusiastic Master is enjoying a smash-
ing year which permeates throughout the Lodge.
 With the prospect of yet further candidates and ceremonies for every meeting may this long be the case.
Brighthelmstone is in a small minority of lodges whom have been very fortunate to have always had a ceremony
to perform. Many lodges exist on lectures and demonstrations.

  On a separate note may I  please please urge our  members to communicate!!
 As we approached our May meeting just one member contacted me as regards apologies/guests etc. If you will
please liase with the Secretary, Treasurer, Director of Ceremonies, Charity steward and Almoner they will dis-
charge their roles all the more effectively. Incidentally, a reticence to communicate with W.Bro. Peter Leonard,
Treasurer, caused a severe cash flow crisis earlier this year.

The remaining meetings for 2006 are on 8th September ( the Past Masters to undertake the Second Degree), and
8th December ( Installation) A GPC meeting is scheduled for 12th September at 7.30.

 The year  of  2006 celebrates the Initiation Anniversar ies of the following Members
of Br ighthelmstone Lodge.

35 YEARS AGO
 5th February 1971.   W.Bro Jim Buttimer  ,PPrGSuptWks   was Master in 1980 and has always
been a long serving and dedicated supporter and  member of the lodge.

21st Apr il 1971 :  W.Bro Harry Zur ick  PPrGSwdB .
Seen here pictured right, was Master in 1978 and regularly astounds us all
at LOI evenings with his knowledge of the Craft  and Ritual. Unfortunately
Harry has been subject to many major operations over the last few years
and his rare absence in lodge and at LOI is easily noticed. We wish Harry
both good health and a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing him
again soon at our meetings.

20 YEARS AGO
: 2nd February 1996   W.Bro John Reed  who was Master
quite recently in 2004 . It was in Johns year that i had the pleasure to be the
Candidate for his first Ceremony as Master .John also Initiated bro. Andy Bennett and also his very close and
dear friend bro.Simon Wooton .

21  Again for the umpteenth time ?  (Your  not fooling us)

The 1st February 1985 saw the Initiation of our present Almoner W.Bro Ray
Cook  PPrGStB  and who was Master in 1993.Ray always has a story
to tell and leg to pull (normally yours) and is  always an entertaining per-
son to be seated with in Lodge or at The Festive Board.

17

Once upon a time  ?? years ago.
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ON THE SQUARE

with W.Bro Ron Maskell   PPrAGDC .
Director  of Ceremonies and Preceptor  of Br ighthelmstone Lodge no 8042

The year started once again on a high with the Brighthelmstone Lodge Installation meeting  in December and
W.Bro. Barry Tibbott starting his time as master in the manner in which he had bespoken.
  It was truly a very enjoyable evening and  our new Master was excellently installed into the chair of  King
Solomon by our new I.P.M and Charity Steward W.Bro David Jones and was truly a ceremony one which
the entire Lodge can be proud of and making it a truly memorable occasion for both our new Master and all
those present.
I think as always we all enjoyed the Christmas break and  returned to start the new year with renewed enthu-
siasm and vigour. Our first regular meeting in February was  a first degree ceremony  with our new Master in
the chair. This was of course was a very special for myself personally as my son Gary was initiated into our
great lodge and i was given the opportunity to deliver the charge to the Initiate which I really enjoyed doing.
  Our April Meeting was a Third Degree Ceremony with the Raising of Bro. Simon Wooton with our Master
in the chair and was assisted with part of the ceremony by W.Bro. Martin Mitten and of course W. Bro Ken
Brown who gave the Traditional History. I am sure Bro. Simon understands what a special evening this was
and will remember it for ever.
  Our regular meeting in May was another boost to the number of Members and the Initiation of Bro. Steven
Gray .The ceremony was conducted by our very capable  I.P.M. W. Bro Dave Jones returning to the chair
once again with Terry Jones giving a very good account of himself delivering the charge to that new brother
whom he had been Seconded for proposing for membership.
  Our June Meeting will now have  have passed and seen yet another Initiation and the arrival of another new
member of the lodge being  Bro. David Franklin Johnson whom i understand has been a close friend of
W.Bro. Barry Rees for a number of years.
 Hopefully the Ceremony this evening has been carried out this evening  by our Master with our very active
Bro Lee Stafford delivering the charge in his very familiar first class manner which must definitely be both a
credit to himself and an inspiration to not only the rest of our lodge but the entire Province.
 Of course all or our officers gave a first class account of themselves but there is always a few that go that
little further, once again on behalf of all the Lodge many thanks and congratulations to Bro Lee who contin-
ues to go from strength to strength, always at L.O.I., printing the Deacon, and if all has gone to plan  will
ha#have just delivered the first degree charge. Keep up the good work.
All  Preceptors will always have there disappointments regarding the attendance at L.O.I. nights but we do
have a regular team of participants which not only include all the Officers of the Lodge but  those Past Mas-
ters  such as W.Bros. Ray Cook, David Roberts, Kevin Aughney, Martin Mitten, Barry Rees and of course
W.Bro. Harry Zurick ,who often turns up and always takes an active part in the proceedings, which go to
make a great and invaluable contribution to our evenings.
I am now looking forward to the L.O.I. Festival on Saturday June 17th  which of course will put our officers
through their  paces in preparation for the following Masonic Year  and  I have no doubt that Bro Barry
Keating will make yet another great master of our Lodge and hope that he enjoys his  time as Master of
Brighthelmstone Lodge.
 On behalf of all the Lodge members  congratulations are in order for W. Bro. Martin Mitten and W.Bro. Pe-
ter Leonard on their most  recent and very impressive promotions that hopefully they will have received a
few days ago.

Never forget: - “ I t’ s a privilege to be a Freemason, I t’ s a duty to attend Lodge of In-
struction” .

W. Bro. RON
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FRIDAY FEBRUARY 3RD 2006

 By W.Bro Ron Maskell
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Things that go bump in the night
should not really give one a fright

its the hole in the ear that lets in the fear
that, and the absence of light

                                                                                                        ............Spike Milligan

WM to the patient: Could you help me? Could you give out a few of your loudest, most painful screams?

Patient: Why? ,it isn't all that bad this time.

WM : There are so many people in the waiting room right now and I don't want to miss my 5 o,clock Lodge
meeting..

Brighthelmstone Lodge thanks all those who have contributed articles for this issue for without their input and
efforts this lodge magazine would not be possible. Please do not stop sending  in your articles  however small as
they are all greatly appreciated.

Send your letters /articles and snippets  to Lee Stafford
40 Plymouth Avenue,Brighton,East Sussex BN2  4JB

Tel : 01273 387887 or 07860 815477
or  e mail to :  staffs@btinternet.com

The Brighthelmstone Deacon wishes all its readers happy holidays and a super summer
break and we look forward to seeing you again for our December Issue.

More thoughts  on light ?

If anybody has forgotten, or has never been told, the Brighthelmstone L.O.I. meets at the Masonic Temple Queens
Road Brighton every Second and Fourth Thursday of every month September to May and the Second Thursday in June
at 7-45 pm, and has done since 1966, others are by arrangement.

All the Officers and Stewards of the year are expected to attend and everybody is invited ! !

The remaining  meetings  of 2006 are :

8th December  2006 (Installation)       Our officers rehearsals are the Thursdays before each regular meeting, and the
G.P.C. meeting is on Tuesday the 12th September  2006 at 1930hrs  and others by arrangement,

Save yourself a phone call and make a note in your diary!! !           W.Bro. RON  MASKELL

Lodge of Instruction and Future Meetings 2006

A Conversation overheard in The Worshipful Masters Dental Surgery



� �

W.Bro.   BARRY TIBBOTT
W.Bro.   DAVID JONES
     Bro.   BARRY KEATING
     Bro.   ROB COOK
W.Bro.   BARRY REES PM
W.Bro.   PETER LEONARD  PPrGJD, PM
W.Bro.   MARTIN MITTEN ProvSGW PM
W.Bro.   RON MASKELL,PPrAGDC,PM
W.Bro.   RAY COOK ,PPr.GstB.PM
W.Bro.   DAVID JONES..PM
     Bro.   TERRY JONES
     Bro.   LEE STAFFORD
W.Bro.   DAVID ROBERTS ,PM.
     Bro.   LESLIE MACKAY,PPrAGStB
W.Bro.   NEIL THOMAS,P,PrAGDC ,PM.
     Bro.   ANDREW BENNETT
     Bro.   PETER WOOTON
     Bro.   MALCOLM BAKER

  W.Bro.  TOM BENFIELD,PPrGSuptWks.

OFFICERS OF BRIGHTHELMSTONE LODGE

2005-2006

FUTURE DATES -2006
Lodge Meetings :     Friday 8th September ; Friday 8th December (Installation)

GPC Meeting : Tuesday 12th September  2006 - Others by arrangement.
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Worshipful Master
Immediate Past Master

 Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Chaplain
Treasurer
Secretary

Director of Ceremonies
Almoner

Charity Steward
Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon

Assistant D of C.
Organist

Assistant Secretary
Inner Gaurd

Steward
Steward

Tyler


